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Multi-Species 
Dementia: Key 

Concepts for Research, 
Policy & Practice  

 

 

(Call For Papers) 
 

Following preliminary discussions with two academic publishers in the UK (Emerald; Policy 

Press) we would like to invite members of the Multispecies Dementia International Research 

Network to participate in an online collaborative writing project.   

The aim is to produce a collection of online draft papers, written by members from across the 

network, that advance multi-species approaches to dementia research, policy and practice 

across the following core themes: 

1. Care and Caring 

2. Disease and Illness Experience 

3. Environment, Self & Sustainability 

4. Power, Rights and Social Justice 

Below is a summary of each theme, as well as some suggestions for possible contributions.  

Subject to sufficient interest from members, the network will support the development of 

papers from initial ideas right through to full drafts (by April 2021) ultimately with a view to 

publication as an edited volume (by December 2021). 

Support from the network will include: 

• Unlimited access to Fidus Writer, our online collaborative academic writing 

platform, plus bespoke user guides and ongoing technical support 

https://www.fiduswriter.org/
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• A program of webinars (September - December 2020) where authors can meet, 

share and receive feedback on their works in progress 

• Funding to participate in a 2-day symposium to be held in Scotland (UK) early in 

2021 1 

• Funding up to £400 to enable Early Carer Researchers and those who do not hold 

permanent contracts of employment within a Higher Education Institution, to 

undertake a limited amount of research that is directly connected with the 

development of their papers2 

If you are interested in developing a paper under one or more of these four themes, please 

email nick.jenkins@uws.ac.uk with a title and a brief summary (500 words max) of your 

proposed paper.  Please be sure to specify, in your summary, which of the four themes your 

paper would contribute to.  

Please email your ideas for papers by Friday 16th August. 

Please note these need not be polished summaries at this stage.  Just the title, theme and 

general overview of the envisaged focus will suffice. 

 

Award No: 218928/Z/19/Z 

 

 

1 Subject to travel and meeting restrictions related to Covid-19  

2  Available in cases where funding is not available from author’s own institutions   



 3 

 

Theme 1. Multi-Species Care and Caring   
As Martin, Myers and Viseu (2015) highlight, care is a slippery concept that is often conflated 

with notions of kindness and benevolence.  Understandings of what it is to care in the context 

of dementia are overwhelmingly predicated on human-human relationships, such as those 

inspired by the Personhood Movement (Kitwood, 1997) and the SENSES Framework (Nolan et 

al., 2004).   As the presence of animals within care settings increases, alongside a growing 

number of pet owners caring for animals with cognitive dysfunction syndrome (see Theme 2), 

dementia communities may well be  challenged to rethink understandings of what care is and 

what it means to care, in ways that are less anthropocentric and more suited to seeing multi-

species relationships. 

We would therefore welcome ideas for papers from network members that enable us as a 

community to explore multi-species care in dementia and its affects.  Papers may wish to 

explore the lenses through which interspecies care may be understood - as, for example, 

expressions of the human-animal bond or as the product of interspecies entanglements.   

Equally, papers may wish to explore the appropriateness of concepts that have traditionally 

been associated with care, when applied to inter-species relationships (e.g.  love, value, respect 

and trust). 

Theme 2. Disease & Illness Experience 

Since the term was first used within psychiatric nosology during the early years of the 18th 

century, dementia has tended to refer to the symptoms of neurocognitive disease that disrupt 

uniquely human attributes, such as the capacity for reflexive awareness or episodic memory 

(Hughes, Louw and Sabat, 2006).   Yet, since the mid-1990s, research within the veterinary 

sciences has highlighted similarities in disease pathology between Alzheimer’s disease in 

humans and cognitive dysfunction syndrome (CDS) in other mammals (e.g. Landsberg, Nichol 

and Araujo, 2012).  As subjects who experience neurocognitive disease, however, non-human 

animals have been neglected within dementia studies.  As such, attempts to understand 

neurocognitive disorder from the position of non-human mammals and how such experiences 

connect or diverge from those of humans, has not been explored systematically.  By attending 

more closely to the ways in which neurocognitive impairment is experienced within-and-across 

species, dementia communities may be able to develop understandings of what it is to live and 

die well with dementia in ways that are less reliant upon the logic of human exceptionalism. 
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We would therefore welcome ideas for papers from network members that would enable us as 

a community to better explore the experience of neurocognitive disease amongst non-human 

mammals.  We would be particularly interested in papers that explore differences and 

similarities in disease processes within the brains of humans and non-humans affected by 

dementia, as well as how we might use thinking tools from across the fields of philosophy, 

ethology, ethnozoology and veterinary medicine - as well as from dementia studies -  to gain 

insights into the subjective worlds of sentient, non-verbal subjects living with progressive 

neurocognitive conditions. 

Theme 3. Environment, Self & Sustainability 

With the rise of psychosocial approaches to dementia during the latter decades of the 20th 
century, attending to the environments in which people with dementia live has emerged as a 
key consideration within dementia studies. In recent years, attending to physical environments 
has diversified within dementia studies to include consideration of more "natural" spaces (e.g. 
care farms, gardens and other greenspaces).  Alongside this work, biomedical research is 
increasingly coming to explore the role that symbiotic relations at the microscopic level play in 
shaping embodied subjectivity (e.g. within the human microbiome).  In light of new 
understandings, embodied experiences that have typically been considered manifestations of 
dementia disease experience (e.g. agitation, depression) may well be influenced, in part, by 
multi-species relations that occur within the body (in intra-corporeal space) as well as between 
bodies in inter-corporeal space.  Further, and as attention to micro and macro ecology in 
dementia increases, the effects of anthropogenic processes such as climate change, declining 
natural habitats and loss of biodiversity are increasing rapidly and are likely to impact 
profoundly on the lives of both current and future generations of people living with dementia.  

We would therefore welcome ideas for papers from network members that would enable us as 

a community to better explore relationships between dementia, health and ecological systems.  

These papers may, for example, explore tools for understanding micro ecological processes in 

dementia (e.g biophilia; sympoesis).  We would also be interested in ideas for papers that 

explore tools for understanding dementia in the context of wider planetary systems (e.g. One 

Health). 

Theme 4. Power, Rights and Social Justice 

The development of Human Rights Based Approaches (HRBA) within dementia studies has led 

to increased recognition of the role that power (and its uneven distribution) plays in shaping 

the embodied experience and social organisation of dementia (e.g. Shakespeare, Zeilig and 

Mittler, 2017).  Forces of stigma, discrimination and oppression in dementia that were rendered 

largely invisible prior to the latter decades of the 20th century, have in recent decades been 
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brought into sharper relief.  With greater awareness of power inequalities has come increased 

emphasis on human rights as the primary vehicle for achieving greater social justice in 

dementia.   Scholarship within the fields of disability studies and animal studies, however, calls 

into question dementia studies’ reliance upon notions of the human - within HRBA - and 

highlights how such an emphasis may inadvertently position humans with disabilities, as well as 

animals, as Other to the human ideal (e.g. Wolfe, 2003, 2010) 

We would therefore welcome ideas for papers from network members that would enable us as 

a community to explore trans-species approaches to social justice in the context of dementia.  

Such papers may, for example, explore points of connection between dementia studies, 

disability studies and animal studies (e.g. the ageism-ableism-speciesism nexus).  Papers may 

also wish to explore how understandings of personhood or citizenship that have been 

developed specifically within the field of dementia studies (e.g. Behuniak, 2010), may be 

adapted to include non-human populations. 
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